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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Please amend the paragraph beginning on page 2, line 16 and ending on page 4, line 6 

as follows: 

Related art references discussing subject matter bearing some relation to matters 
discussed herein include U.S. Pat. No. 5,941,042 to Dueck (Dueck), U.S. Pat. Re. 37,278 to 
Forsberg (Forsberg), U.S. Pat. No. 5,704,183 to Woolford (Woolford), U.S. Pat. No. 4,964,761 
to Rossi (Rossi), U.S. Pat. No. 5,214,898 to Beretta (Beretta), U.S. Pat. No. 5,294,216 to Sievert 
(Sievert), U.S. Pat. No. 5,71 1,130 to Shatley (Shatley), U.S. Pat. No. 5,484,236 to Gravier 
(Gravier), German Gebrauchsmuster DE 295 00 694 Ul to Ming Su (Ming Su), U.S. Pat. No. 
5,865,006 to Dawson (Dawson), U.S. Design Pat. No. 380,560 to Forsberg, U.S. Design Pat. No. 
384,168 to Stevenson, U.S. Design Pat. No. 397,451 to Stevenson, U.S. Pat. No. 5,540,525 to 
Miller (Miller), U.S. Pat. No. 5,800,097 to Martin (Martin), U.S. Pat. No. 5,487,623 to Anderson 
et al (Anderson), U.S. Pat. No. 5,881,51 1 to Keller, Jr. (Keller), U.S. Pat. No. 5,521,551 
4.524.551 to Scheiwiller (Scheiwiller), U.S. Pat. No. 6,260,320 Bl to Di Lorenzo (Di Lorenzo), 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,226,275 to Trahan (Trahan), U.S. Pat. No. 4,324,293 to Brown et al. (Brown), 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,522,682 to Egan (Egan), and U.S. Pat. No. 6,176,059 Bl to Cantarano et al 
(Cantarano). Dueck discloses a retaining wall block with downward-extending cylindrical knobs. 
Forsberg discloses pins and pockets for interlocking overlapping blocks. Woolford discloses a 
masonry block which has a centrally-located and dogbone-shaped, or two centrally-located 
circular, protrusions aligned with an opposing inset (or insets) extending partially into the block. 
Rossi discloses dry-mounted construction elements for use in a retaining wall with a series of 
openings within each block. Beretta discloses retaining wall blocks with a cambered front, 
tapering side walls and an abutment for engagement with an adjacent lower block. Sievert 
discloses a solid composite masonry retaining wall block with a flange extending down from the 
block back surface past the height of the block. Shatley discloses a retaining wall building block 
with rearward and forward aligning elements extending downward, holes extend through the 
blocks and pins for interlocking them together. Gravier discloses retaining wall blocks with an 
upward lateral extending front lip and a laterally extending recess. Ming Su apparently discloses 
a retaining wall block with upward-extending cylindrical knobs. Dawson discloses a retaining 
wall block with a flange extending downward from the blocks rear surface. The Forsberg design 
patent discloses a three faceted broken front face retaining wall block with a rear edge protrusion 
from the bottom surface of the block. The 384,168 Stevenson design patent discloses a retaining 
wall block with 2 rear protrusions from the bottom surface of the block. The 397,451 Stevenson 
design patent discloses a portion of a retaining block wall using the retaining wall blocks of the 
384,168 design patent. Miller discloses a groove in the side of a block and uses a small slat 
inserted in the groove. Martin discloses an array of projections on the top face of a block that fits 
into an array of apertures on a bottom face of a higher block. Anderson discloses vertical rods 
inserted through holes of the blocks in order to form reinforced columns. Keller discloses block 
having a dovetail section for fitting together with adjacent blocks. The Scheiwiller discloses 
blocks having holes for attaching with other blocks by filling the holes with concrete. Di 
Lorenzo discloses wall flanges held together by rods or cables that are held in each adjacent 
brick. Trahan discloses a block with a lower lip that fits into the block below it. Brown discloses 
a wall using a tieback to connect to a lower member. Egan discloses a modular wall block with 
rearward abscesses for receiving grid connectors. Cantarano discloses a wall form panel with 
interlocking protrusions around the edges which make the panel reversibly symmetric. 
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Please amend the paragraph beginning on page 4, line 12 and ending on page 4, line 
20 as follows: 

The present invention relates to retaining walls, and more particularly, one aspect of 
the present invention involves a retaining wall block system incorporating a mounting surface 
for receiving a stabilizing element and may further include an interlocking mechanism. The 
retaining wall blocks may be secured by placing a stabilizing element on the mounting surface of 
two or more adjacent blocks, thereby providing additional support and sturdiness for the the-a 
retaining wall block system. An entire row, or large portions thereof, can be provided significant 
stabilization from one or a series of stabilizing elements. The mounting surface receives a 
stabilizing element without disturbing the assembly of the blocks into the retaining wall system. 
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